Testis determination: soft talk and kinky sex.
The activity of the Y-linked Sry gene during a critical period of gonadal differentiation is the normal trigger for testis determination and subsequent male development in mammals. This gene encodes a DNA-binding protein of the HMG-box class. It has been shown to induce a dramatic kink in target DNA-binding sites, which allows for much speculation on how the gene functions to regulate testis-specific gene expression. It is also clear that cell interactions are vital to its mode of action, and generally in the process of gonadal differentiation.